A PLAN FOR SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL FOR SEWARD COUNTY

This plan for snow and ice removal covers the procedures that are to be followed in the event of a winter snow or ice storm.  It is a guide and may be deviated from at the discretion of the foreman in charge.  It is the County’s policy to make the best possible use of the County personnel and equipment available at the time of the storm.  It is not the intent of Seward County to have a “bare road” policy, but rather to use its personnel and equipment according to this plan.

No plowing or snow removal will begin until snow accumulation has ended or is forecasted to end soon.  The foreman in charge at his discretion may dispatch crews and equipment sooner.  No plowing or snow removal will begin until winds, if any, have diminished to a level the foreman in charge deems it beneficial to begin plowing or snow removal.  No plowing or snow removal will be allowed when visibility is less than one-quarter mile unless foreman in charge deems it an emergency.

Roads blocked by heavy drifts or severe ice will be cleared as time permits.  Routes designated as primary routes or emergency routes will be plowed first with other areas following.  Main roads will have preference over less traveled roads and last to be plowed will be housing areas.

Each operator will be furnished a map of his area showing the priority roads.

No plowing or sanding will be done prior to or after normal working hours, which are 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., without the approval of the foreman in charge.  No plowing or sanding will be done on Saturdays or Sundays or on holidays unless authorized by the foreman in charge.  Emergency plowing or sanding for fire or rescue department will be done by the foreman in charge to the best of his ability with the available equipment.  Gravel roads will not be sanded or salted under any conditions.  Only hard surfaced roads will be sanded or salted and then only in the areas that are necessary.  Examples:  curves, hills, stop signs, intersections.  Only one application of salt or sand per storms will be done on roads.  

Operators of snow equipment will have at least one meeting in September outlining their duties.  They will be furnished a map of their area of responsibility along with a copy of the snow plan.

It is not the County’s intent to have a “dry road” policy.  Sanding and clearing of snow will be for the movement of traffic and to provide as much traction as possible to the motorists.  There will be times that roads are very slick and snow covered.  During heavy snows, some roads may be completely blocked or have one-way traffic for long periods of time.  In these situations, motorists must exercise caution in operating their vehicle.  Any vehicle which becomes stalled or abandoned on the county road system during a snow or ice storm is the responsibility of the owner.

This plan has been voted on and approved by the Seward County Board of Commissioners on December 8, 1987.  It is in effect as of that date and is the official snow plan for the County.  It is the duty of the Seward County Highway Department to adhere to the provisions set forth by this plan as closely as possible.

